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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

2. Claims 1-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by Lapidus 
etal. (US Patent 6,331,574 Bi). 

Applicant claims a process for the treatment of a used, supported catalyst 
comprising one or more members selected from the group consisting of Co, Ni, Cu, Ru, 
Rh,.Re, Pd, Pt, Os, and Ir, the process comprising the following steps: decreasing the 
hydrocarbon content; impregnating under a non-oxidative atmosphere with a solution of 
; at least bhe of ah ammonium salt arid an alkyl ammonium salt, optionally in combination 
With up fb about five moles of ammonia per liter of solution; oxidizing with a gaseous 
oxidant in the presence of the impregnating solution; and reducing with a hydrogen- 
containing gas at elevated temperatures thereby forming an active catalyst. 

Lapidus etal. discloses a process for the preparation of high activity carbon 
monoxide hydrogenation catalysts, especially for Fischer-Tropsch reactions. Lapidus et 
al. continues to disclose wherein the catalyst contains cobalt as well as rhenium or 
metals from Group VlIB, which are supported on a refractory inorganic oxide support 
(col. 1, lines 34-37 arid col. 2, lines 20-31). Lapidus et al. continues to disclose wherein 
the catalyst is contacted with a liquid of solution (a solvent, which would inherently 
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decrease the hydrocarton content ool. 3. lines 394,). Lapidus e, al. continues to 
discJose impregnating me catalyst w» a po,»- o, mulMentate liganous compound, such 
as an ammonium containing salt (col. 5, line 55 ■ col.6. line 38). Lapidusetal. 
continues to disclose Wherein after impregnation, the catalyst may be dried, and 
calcined ; suitably by contact «h oxygen, air or other oxygen-containing gases, as wall 
as wherein the catalyst is reduced with a hydrogen-containing gas (col. 2, lines 1-6). 
The oxk.a«on step occurs at 100'C (col. 5, line 21). Lapidus e, al. continues to disclose 
wherein .he catalyst is reduced under hydrogen a, 400-C (col. 16. Iines4345). Lapidus ' 
et al. continue* » disease a fractionator, with respect« claims 23 and 25 (col. 8, line 

: ; With respect to claim 4, the impregnated solution disclosed by Lapidus is less 
than ah amount that would be required to convert the catalytic metal to the 
corresponding salt 

With respect to claims 5 and 6, it would have inherent to have nitrates, /_ . .' 
camcnates. acetate. cHrate and camoxylate as Una ammonium salts, since Lapidus ei ' 
: al,discloses impregnating any suitable ammonium salt. 

; W«h respect to claims 7. 10. 11 and 16. it would have been inherent for the 
impregnating solution tomeetthe desired pore vdlume, . ha oxidant atmosphere, as well 
as ,bo concentration of ammonia, since Lapidus e, al. discloses wherein impregnate a 
supported catalyst wfth an ammonium salt increases the activity of a used catalyst, as 
we,, as having an oxidant atmosphere, wfrich may also include a ndn-oxidative gas (col. 

2, lines 1-6). 
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Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. WO 01/49809 A1. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jonas N Strickland whose telephone number is 703- 
306-5692. the examiner can normally be reached on M-f H. 7:30-5:00, off 1st Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stanley Silverman can be reached on 703-308-3837. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703- 
872-931 0 for regular communications and 703-872-931 1 for After Final 
communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305- 
0661. . 

Jonas N. Strickland 
April 17,2003 
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